Since the alchemist abandoned his search after the grand catholicon, or universal remedy for all diseases, perhaps there has been no disideratum, involving consequences of no greater moment, than a cure for the tooth-ache, and some means of avoiding the universally dreaded operation of extracting these useful and ornamental organs. And it has ever been true, that as any achievement in the healing art has been deemed desirable, not only have efforts been correspondingly directed to it, but also have pretended remedies been offered to meet the exigency.
tist for his advice and services.
On examination, the nerve is found to be exposed and inflamed, and the advice is to have the tooth extracted. The reply at once is "but cant you kill the nerve?" Perhaps the dentist in answer to this inquiry, informs him that although he can kill the nerve, this will by no means, be the end of the difficulty, and that he prefers not to serve him in this way.
Not unfrequently the result is, that the afflicted man declares, "I will not have my tooth out, that is settled, for Dr. says he can kill the nerve, and make the tooth as good as ever." The aid of the quack is, therefore, sought, and he "treats the tooth," and gets the fee.
Similar cases must come under the observation of every dentist in full practice, almost daily. When, therefore, we consider their frequency and their odious influence upon the profession, we can but feel that this subject deserves more special notice than it has hitherto received through the Journal. In pursuing this subject, we shall notice some of the various ways, which have been adopted by those having just claim to confidence, to save teeth after the nerve is exposed?especially the present fashionable mode of destroying nerves with arsenous acid.
The general object of each of them, excepting the practice of capping the nerve, is either to destroy its sensibility, or vitality.
Upon the subject of destroying the sensibility of exposed nerves, by the constant use of strong stimulants, such as the essential oils, kreosote, &c., no comment is needed, other than that they always prove prejudicial to the healthy state of the entire mouth. 
